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Ramblings from the Web-Editor: Video 
By Greg “Zoots” Stanford 
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By Abigail “Gummy Bear” Robles Membrez 
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The following is from the book 
“When God Winks at You” – it is a 
book about all the times God 
winks at us to let us know he is in 
our life by sending little messages.  
I do not have permission to copy 
but am plagiarizing what I have 
read. The information can also be 
found on the internet. 

     This story is about an encoun-
ter Emmett Kelly’s daughter had 
with a photographer who took the 
one and only picture of Emmett 
Kelly smiling.  As we all know he 
was the sad faced hobo, Weary 
Willie which was his trademark.  
All other clowns wore big silly 
grins but it was the sad faced ho-
bo that made him stand out from 
all the rest.  Traveling with the 
circus was a lonely life for a bache-
lor, but in his fifties he spotted an 
acrobat from Germany whom he 

would later work up the courage 
to ask her to marry him. In conver-
sations with his daughter he stat-
ed that was the happiest day of his 
life, except for when his daughter, 
Stasia was born.  On this particular 
day Stasia remembered the family 
legend that her father the sad-
faced clown never smiled to pro-
tect his trademark except on one 
special day.  It happened when 
Weary Willie was doing a publicity 
interview with a UPI photographer 
when the telephone rang.  It was a 
call from his wife’s doctor congrat-
ulating him on being the father of 
a baby girl.  At that moment Wea-
ry Willie burst into a smile when 
the photographer immediately 
clicked his camera.  The photogra-
pher stated that was his best shot 
ever and It went around the world 
to newspapers everywhere.  
Stasia, Emmett’s daughter had this 
encounter with the photographer 
on the day her father died and she 
was traveling home for the funer-
al.  Stasia pulled out a photograph 
of her father smiling and began to 
cry.  The gentleman sitting next to 
her asked if she was OK.  She then 
pointed to the picture and said her 
father died this morning.  The man 
looked at the picture and stam-
mered to her, saying he was with 
her father the day she was born 
and took that one and only smiling 

https://bolstablog.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/emmett-kelly.jpg
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picture.  He explained he 
was the UPI photographer 
that took that wonderful 
picture.  Stasia immediately 
felt peace as though she 
was getting a wink from 
God letting her know her 
daddy was at his side look-
ing down on her. Stasia and 
the photographer became 
good friends and later dis-
cussed another God wink, 
that Emmett Kelly died on 
the most important day of 
the year for any clown – 
March 28th – the day the 
circus opened its show eve-
ry year at Madison Square 
Gardens in New York. 

Try to look for all the times God winks at us in our everyday lives and in 
our world of clown. 
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This time of confinement has been a costly time for all our working clowns. We 
are having to find new ways to work. I’ve seen some very innovative ideas that 
seem to be working for some.  I personally have used this time to repair some 
of my props and go through my face painting supplies to clean and reorganize. 
All my clients who had to cancel their events were offered tentative reschedul-
ing for 2021 and accepted. I believe our clowning will not be the same after this 
is over but we need to find ways to spread the happiness however we can.  
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Help Wanted 

By Andy “Smiley” Anderson 

mailto:kudosra@yahoo.com
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Scrapbook pics from the 2019 

Convention. 


