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Purpose of the Texas Clown Association 
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TAG! You’re it! 
By Aurora” Bebop” Krause  

 
This biography is the result of being “tagged” by Shirley “Daisy Dot” 
Hamilton.  Thank-You Ms. Daisy Dot for thinking of Bebop, I appreciate 
it.   
 
My wonderful adventure into the world of clowning begun in 1995, I 
was then a bank officer for a local bank.  As part of the bank’s commu-
nity reinvestment program working with inner city schools, I was a 
member of the bank’s mentorship program.  The program dealt with 
working at school festivals raising money for books.  As a program 
member I rented character costumes and the school charged parents 
for children’s photos with these various characters. I enjoyed dancing 
and playing in these costumes with the children. However, the renting 
process of these costumes became time consuming and expensive. 
That’s when I decided to create my own character, a musical clown, 
BeBop. 
 
This was around the time I met Kim “Tutti Frutti” Grice.  She had been 
a clown in Houston and had recently moved to San Antonio. I’ve been 
forever grateful to Kim for her time and effort in teaching me the ba-
sics of the Art of Clowning.  She opened doors for me that I could nev-
er have found on my own.  She and I still belong to the Clown Alley we 
chartered in 1997 ‘The Jolly Joeys’ and still occasionally clown together 
at local events.   
 
Of course my real job was banking and although I enjoyed being a 
banker for 34 years, the past 25 years as a clown have been the most 
rewarding of my life. It seemed that the more I clowned the more my 
passion for the Art of Clowning began to pull me in.  Since I’ve always 
loved music I was able to combine my interest in music with my clown-
ing.  I quickly found that as a musical clown I was able to make won-
derful and positive connections with old and young alike. I started 
clowning at the hospitals, nursing homes and local children’s shelters, 
but added family parties, festivals, parades, etc…which only helped to 
grow my ‘BeBop’ character. I truly believe that clowning is a gentle 
communication of the heart. It’s about making a positive impact in 
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someone’s day, especially those who may be ill, lonely or going 
through emotional stress.  It still amazes me how a simple clown who 
notices someone’s need for attention and acknowledgment can put a 
smile on the saddest face.  
 
My years in clowning have been wonderful years.  I have traveled to 
many faraway places and have met some great friends that I will keep 
forever. 
 
In the past several years I have served as President and Education Di-
rector of the World Clown Association.  I’ve created two clown educa-
tional workshops; “Spotlight on Clowning” and “Open Heart Clowning: 
A Caring Clown Workshop”. 
 
My clowning adventures continue and as an instructor I focus on edu-
cation with a goal to inspire clown students to represent the “Art of 
Clowning” with respect, dedication and creditability.      
 
Now I pass this “TAG You’re it!” to Diana “Buttons” McCurtain-Talbert   
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Photo page by Linda “Greenie” Greene 
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