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Purpose of the Texas Clown Association
1.	 To promote, preserve, and improve the profession of clowning.
2.	 To provide the opportunity to study the art, history, and 

philosophy of clowning.
3.	 To educate its members and the general public in the 

wholesome and clean entertainment that is provided by the 
profession of clowning.

4.	 To provide news to the members of all clown events in the 
state of Texas.
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A Word from the President
By Judy “Peep” Cornett

Well it’s time for TCA annual dues. We want and need each and every 
member we can round up. If you have a clown friend that is not a member 
of TCA tell them about our organization and how much fun we have at our 
Convention.  The benefits of being a member as well as other information 
can be found on the TCA website.  If you know someone who used to be 
a member, encourage them to come back to TCA. Don’t forget the Spark 
Plug Award, if you sponsor over 6 new members in one year you have a 
chance of getting your registration for the next year’s convention paid. 

Speaking of the TCA Convention, it will be here before you know it.
Registration forms are in this Joey Journal and on the web page.  We have 
some great lecturers coming to help us celebrate ‘SCHOOL DAZE”. Want 
to improve your clowning skills, want to meet new friends, and want to 
have fun? The TCA convention is a wonderful opportunity to experience 
these things. Register now before the rate goes up.

Don’t forget to reserve your hotel room soon. On the registration form you 
will find a phone number and website to make reserving your room easier. 
Going online is the best way. This helps TCA meet our room block and that 
helps pay the bills. 

Don’t forget that we have a TCA Registration Scholarship. There is 
information and an application form on the website. Applications have to 
be in by July 15th. 

I hope to see each and every one of you in Montgomery for the 2017 TCA 
Convention. We are going to have a great time. 

Don’t forget, if you have an idea or comment for the Board contact us. The 
contact information for each board member is in your Joey Journal and 
we would love to hear from you. January 21st was our first board meeting 
and the next one will be May 6th. We would love to share your comments 
at that time. We want to boost the membership and make TCA better than 
ever and your ideas could help us get there. 

May 2017 bring good things to all. 
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TCA Clown Alleys
Panhandle / West Region 
Oops Alley - TCA #2

North Central Region
Cowtown Clowns - TCA #9
Happi Tymes Clown Alley - TCA #12
The Clown Arounds - TCA #16

North East Region:
Tejas Klown Club - TCA #1*
Texas Mid-Cities Clown Alley - TCA #13
Payasos Latinos de America - TCA #23*
Cedar Creek Clowns - TCA #24*
Rosy Nose Clown Alley - TCA #25

South East Region
Space City Clown Alley -TCA #6*
Montgomery County Clowns - TCA #11*
Cheerful Clown Alley - TCA #14
Coastal Confetti Clowns - TCA #18*

South / Central Region
Jolly Joey Clown Alley - TCA #19
The Clown Alley - TCA #15

*Inactive Alleys

Photo by Linda Greene
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Welcome To Our New TCA Members
by Cynthia “Rice Cakes” Rice

Pat Chubers – Quackers – Conroe
Cherye DeLong – Happy Dance –
Jeff Whipple – Mr. Whipple – Montgomery
Phyllis Koenig – Flutterby – Houston
David Burton – Pfezer All Goose – Rockwall
Scott Yater -                            - Granbury
John Fite – Checkers – Dallas

For more information please refer to online membership directory
Or feel free to contact me ( nts-10@yahoo.com)

It’s renewal time. Membership dues this coming year
beginning 4/01/17 are going up by $5. Regular membership $30
Family - $20 Junior $17.50 (Each new member must pay a one-time
Initiation fee of - $5)

Keep turning those frowns upside down. 

Be sure to check out the TCA website at 

www.texasclownassociation.com

The members only password is: heart16

The password will be changing on April 15, to

daze17

Be sure to connect to our official TCA Facebook page from our 
website and follow us to stay current with what is going on with 

TCA. 
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Our Responsibility to the Art of Clowning?  To 
Keep Learning and Growing
by Aurora “Bebop” Krause
       
We should always prepare to take 
advantage of educational oppor-
tunities that present themselves 
throughout the year. There are some 
outstanding educational clowning 
programs available to us that should 
really get our attention.  Many times 
clown friends will tell me that they 
just don’t have a creative mind.  Ac-
tually, I believe we all have a cre-
ative mind. It all depends on what 
we feed our minds that encourages 
and produces creativity.   

My niche in clowning is primari-
ly music, dance, skits and routines 
with comedy antics for young and 
old alike. You may be into puppets, 
magic, storytelling or gospel rou-
tines, either way, the point is what-
ever you spend your time learning, 
practicing and working on is what 
you will excel in.  Not a new con-
cept but one we should remember 
when developing our clown skills. 

This is how I plan out my on-go-
ing educational and developmental 
process in clowning. By the end of 
each year I have decided what pro-
grams I’ll be attending the coming 
year. I’ve planned ahead and begun 
to set aside funds and allotted time 
for attending two or more educa-
tional programs.  For instances, I’m 
currently working on developing 

more puppet routines with music so 
it’s very likely that I will be looking 
closely at what puppet conventions 
or workshops are being offered this 
coming year.  If someone out there 
works with puppets and can offer 
some suggestions in regards to the 
best route for me to go in order to 
learn more about puppetry, please 
do not hesitate to e-mail me with 
you suggestions.  I’d love to hear 
from those who work closely with 
puppets and music.  

When I attend educational pro-
grams I not only learn from the 
instructors and their materials but 
also from the unlimited resources 
offered by all those in attendance.  
We’re all there with the same goal; 
to grow and learn, so why not learn 
from each other. 

My point is that if you are truly 
interested in clowning and want 
increase your knowledge and ex-
periences in clowning you must 
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feed your desire to learn and grow. 
You can find many resources on 
your own, including joining WCA, 
COAI or TCA. I can assure you that 
nurturing friendships with those 
who share a common interest is 
always a good opportunity to 
continue learning.

Don’t overlook the great scholar-
ship opportunities available that 
could assist you with the costs 
of attending some of the edu-
cational programs offered.  It’s 
your responsibility to be pro-ac-
tive when it comes to increasing 
your clowning knowledge and 
experiences. 

Keep an open mind that is ready 
to learn.  You’re actually paving 
the way for your creative abili-
ty to present itself. This is what 
makes your contribution to the 
“Art of Clowning” unique, re-
warding and entertaining.

Thanks for your TCA member-
ship, it’s appreciated!
 I’d love to hear from you < be-
bopclown@hotmail.com >
Visit me at: www.bebopsworld.
com                   
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My Ringling Brothers Story
by David “KornPop” McCullough

       I was a Sr. In high school when 
I got my application for Clown Col-
lege. The year was 1977 and I was so 
excited. It was a 5 page application 
that asked things like “What kind 
of books do you read. What kind of 
movies do you watch? When is the 
last time you cried? And why?” I 
remember toiling over those ques-
tions for days until I finally had it all 
filled out, ready to mail it off, when 
my dad stepped in. He talked me 
out of sending it in, because I had 
a good job waiting for me when I 
graduated.... “and you don’t really 
want to be a clown, and have people 
laugh at you all the time.”
     My heart hurt, but I didn’t send 
the application in. I went on to that 
“good job”, and wound up falling in 
love and getting married. For my 
19th birthday, my wife got us tick-
ets to RBBB in Dallas. I was loving 
the show and especially the clowns 
from my seat way up in the cheap 
seats, when all of a sudden Frosty 
Little showed up right next to me 
and started eating popcorn from my 
bag. I was “star struck” and couldn’t 
even talk to him...imagine me si-
lent...lol.
     My wife wrote to Frosty after that 
and explained to him that he was 
my hero and that I always wanted to 
go to clown college. He wrote back 
on RBBB official stationary and told 
me to pursue my dreams and never 
give up.

 

     

I did start clowning more, and after 
we moved to Tyler several years lat-
er, I got to hire Frosty to come and 
teach at a clown workshop I helped 
with. It was one of the highlights 
of my career. He told it like it was, 
holding nothing back. He told me 
he saw something promising in my 
clowning and once again he told me 
to keep clowning and keep learning, 
but more importantly keep making 
people smile. He told me that I had 
the heart of a clown.
     I’m sad to see RBBB leave us, but 
I know there are enough of us out 
there with “the heart of a clown” to 
never let this art die. Because of my 
passion for this art, I have been able 
to tour the world and see some pret-
ty amazing things. I never would 
have had the chance had I not fol-
lowed my heart and my Savior. I’ve 
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had churches take me to countries 
on five continents to help spread 
the Gospel through clowning, bal-
loons, and illusions. I’ve seen The 
Sydney Opera House, Big Ben in 
London, Red Square, the Great 
Wall of China, the Sphinx, Pyra-
mids, and more. But the greatest 
things I’ve seen were the smiles on 
children’s faces, and their hearts 
and lives changed forever when 
they accepted Jesus as their Savior. 
I’ve seen miracles happen like bro-
ken bodies healed, tongues loos-
ened so they could talk, spots dis-
appear from bodies as we prayed 
over them.   
      And oh yeah, my dad became 
one of my biggest fans and loved 
to see me perform. You see my dad 
was a good man. Everyone loved 
him, and he would give you the 
shirt off his back if you needed it. 
But I found out a long time ago that 
being good, and doing good won’t 
get you into heaven. My dad wasn’t 
saved until late in his life. One time 
he came to see me clown in a small 
church in East Texas. I present-
ed the Gospel through clowning 
and illusions that day, and when 
I gave the alter call, I looked back 
and tears were streaming down 
his face. I got excited, but my dad 
didn’t come forward that night. A 
couple of weeks later, he called me 
and said” Son, I went to church 
today and accepted Jesus. I asked 
the pastor and he said you could 
come and baptize me.” Wow, talk 
about miracles. God saw fit to use 

my clowning to plant a seed in my 
dad’s heart. That is what clowning 
and Jesus has done for me. Before 
he died, he told me he was sorry for 
talking me out of sending in that 
application. I believe that God has 
a plan for our lives, and He knows 
way better than us what’s going to 
happen. My life is so blessed, and I 
pray I can give back just a little bit 
of my “heart of a clown.”
     Thanks for reading this, sorry 
it’s so long, but it sure brought back 
a lot of good memories for me... by 
the way, the last time I cried, was 
when I was writing this about what 
a big fan my Daddy was. I love you, 
Daddy, and miss hearing you laugh 
while I’m clowning around.

Photo by Linda Greene
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Last Walk Around: Thelma Burns July 27,1926 - 
January 1, 2016
by Martha “Miss Cookie” Warren

     It was fourteen years ago when 
this little lady came to Texas from 
Florida. She thought the grass 
would be greener, but found chal-
lenges in a place that claims to be 
bigger than life itself, Texas.
     Thelma Burns, my aunt, was 
almost 77 years young when I 
brought her to Texas to live with 
me. Although, not a stranger to 
Texas…the family lived in Wichita 
Falls for many years before moving 
to California. She then returned to 
Corpus Christi, then moved back to 
California, onto Las Vegas, then to 
Florida, where her son lives…there 
she stayed several years. Thelma 
was a vagabond…she didn’t stay in 
one place very long. Until this last 
move to Texas, then it was only age 
that kept her idol!!!
     This time while in Texas she dis-
covered a brand new world… The 
Clowns! Thelma was an excellent 
seamstress, and she did the most 
amazing alterations you’d ever want 
to see! Turning something very 
plain into a piece of art! She had 
always been a pastel type of per-
son. Once she meet the clowns and 
started sewing for them, she learned 
what it was to put “clown eyes” on! 
Her pretty pastels turned into a 
mixture of Crayola color, rainbow 
delights, mesh mash patterns, and 
arrangements she was not accus

tomed too! Her and I would go back 
and forth about colors and patterns 
that would and would not work. I’d 
say “Trust Me” Aunt T they’ll love 
it!!! And she ended up making hun-
dreds of clown outfits in the four-
teen years she was here…Using her 
own instincts, going from plain, to
rick rack, to double pockets with 
colors galore!!! Can some of you 
relate to that? HA! But she would 
always call me and say “I need you 
to come and check this”! I’d go, and 
Ah! I’d say, “You’ve got your clown 
eyes on Aunt T!!!
     Thelma and I lived in the Hurst 
area until Earl and I got married. 
She got an apartment of her own, 
and I moved to Arlington; which 
was only a 20 minute drive. I would 
go up and take her to lunch, help 
her with her errands, and we’d sew. 
During the times while I was in 
school, doing jobs, or watching the 
grand kids, Aunt T would say “You 
are just too busy for me!” I was very 
grateful that many of the clowns had 
befriended her and stepped into my 
shoes, as well as Earl, which took 
some of the stress off me! Thank 
you clown friends, and You know 
who you are!!!
     All her life, Aunt T was a handful 
and temperamental, but then on the 
other hand, she was fun, had a good 
sense of humor, and liked to keep 
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Donated items needed for Silent Auction 

and Raffle for the TCA Convention! 

Doesn’t have to be clown related, but 

something that will bring in a good donation! 

Quality vs. Quantity =D 

Send pic of item to Bubbles or Happy Dance. 

THANK YOU 

We 
Need 
Your 
Stuff! 

Q u e s t i o n s ?  C o n t a c t  B u b b l e s  o r  H a p p y  D a n c e  
Bubbles (Leslie Locke)  Happy Dance (Cherye-Ann DeLong) 
Cell: 281-900-4166   Cell: 713-304-3888 
Email: leslieintex@aol.com  Email: happydancetheclown@yahoo.com 

DONATIONS REQUESTED 
FOR SILENT AUCTION 

AND RAFFLE FOR 
TCA CONVENTION 
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busy! If you said you were com-
ing over to see her…by cracky, you 
better show up! And if you talked 
over her, you’d wish you hadn’t! She 
liked to be in control at all cost!
     Posie, Nancy Winkler, and I took 
her up to Oklahoma to the Casino.
She loved the slots, but didn’t win 
anything that day. Earl and I took 
her to Wichita Falls, and actual-
ly talked to the people who had 
bought her fathers house years ago. 
They were remodeling and they 
gave us a tour! A fun day! I took 
her to my sisters in Minnesota and 
had a nice visit. And one year Aunt 
T wanted to take a train ride, so 
we took the Amtrak to Austin, my 
cousin picked us up and we went 
on down to Columbus, TX. After 
riding the train back, she said she’d 
never do that again…HA!
     By the time she was in her mid 
80’s she knew her way around the
Hurst-Bedford area. She still drove 
her car until she was 90 and learned 
to travel the back roads to do her 
errands. If I was “too busy” she’d 
go on without me…to the bank, 
doctors in the area, grocery store, 
Joann’s, the library, even to the cor-
ner Shell station to buy her lottery 
tickets!!! 
     She told me and everyone she 
had never had a birthday party. So 
the clowns and I would celebrate 
each year with her, taking her to 
lunch and doing the fun birthday 
things…Cake, balloons, and gifts. 
But, as she approached 90…I ar-
ranged a 90th surprise birthday 

party for her! She had no idea!!! The 
clowns contributed to the success. 
From what I can remember: I got 
the back room at one of her favorite 
restaurants, the Buttermilk Cafe, 
Nancy Arent got a big sheet cake 
with her picture on it, I put a Mem-
ory board together with her high 
school pictures, friends, clowns, 
and family. Carrie Ray brought ta-
ble decor and a book for everyone 
to sign, LanaSue and her husband 
picked Aunt T up and gave her 
some cockenbull story why they 
were going there…and it worked! 
Then Bill and Bonnie Frisch did a 
very funny skit about her…and she 
just laughed and laughed! We had 
pictures taken, a very good lunch, 
then most of us took her to the 
movies!!! This was the end of July 
and such a joyous day for her!!!
     At the end of August, Marsha, 
my twin sister, came down from 
Minnesota for 2 weeks. We wanted 
to take Aunt T with us to my cous-
ins in Columbus, TX, and go to 
Galveston. She decided she didn’t 
want to make the trip. We made 
plans to get with her when we got 
back! Once we got back, within a 
3 day time frame, Aunt T changed 
the plans 2-3 times. By then, Mar-
sha only had that day to be able to 
see Aunt T before she was leaving 
to go back home! So she meditated 
the situation and we went to have 
lunch that day! Aunt T first wanted 
to stop and get her lottery ticket…
Big Mistake!!! She tripped on her 
purse strap, fell out of my car, 
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and the rest is history!!! We never 
made it to lunch…Confucius says 
“He who hesitates, misses out on 
lunch!!! Aunt T broke her hip, had 
dinner at the hospital, and never 
drove again!!! She lived by herself 
and had to stay at the Lexington for 
rehab until she was able to care for 
herself! She gave them a fight…she 
wanted to go home! After 2 months 
she did go home, which uplifted her 
spirits. She did do some sewing, 
and she loved to read. Her health 
started declining and 8 months lat-
er, in May of 2015 she decided to 
move back to Florida with her son 
and daughter-n-law. It was her last 
road trip…DeAnn and I packed her 
things, and she took Aunt T back 
to Florida…Full Circle!!! She had 
another birthday July 27, 2015, she 
was now 91 years old. And like any 
elder, taking them from their com-
fortable environment, she gave up 
on sewing, reading; even breathing
became more of a problem. She 
passed on January 1, 2016 peaceful-
ly, they say, in her rocking chair.
     What that leaves is memories 
in our hearts for me and the many 
clown friends she made here in Tex-
as. Every time I’m in the Hurst area 
and pass by the library, post office, 
Braums or Chick Fil A, her doctors 
office… memories come flooding 
back! I wave at her old apartment 
complex when I go by…”Hi Aunt 
T”, and it isn’t the same shopping at 
Joann’s any more!
     I took Aunt T’s costumes to sell 
to the volunteers at the Children’s 

Hospital for their annual Christ-
mas parade. While working at the 
parade I saw many of them wearing 
them…I was so proud to be a part of 
distributing them to others! I could 
never duplicate the many costumes 
she made for me!!! Luckily, I have a 
few!!! HA! Many of the clowns have 
expressed how appreciative they are 
to have a clown costume made by
Aunt T….and how much they miss 
her!
    So much Thanks goes out to all 
the clowns who visited her, who en-
abled her to sew for them, and who 
befriended her. There are so many 
of you it would be hard to name 
you all. But I do know, Aunt T put 
her thumb print on all our lives one 
way or another. She impacted our 
hearts, and left lasting, symbolic 
memories that will never fade!!!
     God Bless our clown world…and 
God Bless Aunt T, the “honorary 
clown seamstress! She always had to 
stay busy…I bet she started sew-
ing for the Angels in heaven!!! We 
love you Aunt T!!!
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Keedo’s Prop Shop: Cut & Restore Paper
by Joyce “Keedo” Dowell

For this clever 
trick, you will 
need a page 
from classi-
fied section of 
the newspaper, 
rubber cement baby powder & scis-
sors.  Cut a single column from the 
newspaper.  It should be at least 24 
inches in length or longer.  Place the 
strip of paper on the table and ap-
ply a thin layer of rubber cement all 
along the center 1/3 section of one 
side.  Allow to dry.  Apply a second 
coat and allow to dry.  Next, sprin-
kle a little baby powder on the treat-
ed area and spread the powder over 
the entire surface with your finger. 
(I just dust it with my powder sock) 
The powder will prevent the treat-
ed surfaces from sticking togeth-
er when the strip is folded in half.  
This technique works on any paper.  
.  When you fold the strip of paper 
in half with the treated parts togeth-
er and snip off the fold in the center, 
you are able to carefully open out 
the paper strip revealing it restored.  
Because of the rubber cement, the 
paper strips will stick together at 
the cut edges giving the illusion 
that the column has restored itself. 
You can cut the paper at an angle.  
When you open out the paper the 
upper half will veer off at an angle.  
You can make up your 

own tricks & patter acting confused 
each time you make a “wrong” cut.  
I use 1”X4” plain paper for the neck 
glued to a cut out head & body of 
a cartoon boy. Greedy Gary is try-
ing to steal apples from the ground 
on the other side of a tall fence. His 
neck is stretched out long while 
pulling him loose from the fence. 
Different things happen to his neck 
at the hospital trying to get his head 
back on straight.

(Reprinted from The Cheerful 
Chatter - Houston, TX.)
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TCA Clown Convention 2017
By Mary “Charmin” Whipple

Cheerful Clown Alley invites you to 
attend the TCA Convention sched-
uled for September 27th-October 
1st, located in the historic town of 
Montgomery, Texas. This charm-
ing little town of Montgomery is 
known for being the birthplace of 
the famous Texas flag. 

The Convention will be held at the 
beautiful La Torretta Lake Resort 
and Spa located on Lake Conroe. 
This is an amazing location for a 
convention, the hotel offers a spa, 
golf course, a water park and much 
more to do on-site. Oh and don’t 
forget about making time for some 
shopping and sightseeing.

We encourage you to register and 
make your hotel arrangements 
as soon as possible. Go to www.
cheerfulclowns.com to download 
a registration form. Also there is a 
link to the convention information 
on the TCA website. The theme 
of the Convention will be “School 
Daze”. We will take you back down 
memory lane of your High School 
Daze and help you make some new 
School Daze memories during this 
convention. 

Now is the time to start planning 
your convention trip. It is exciting 
to find your roommates, brainstorm 
new skits and think about designing 

another costume. Attending this 
convention will offer you the op-
portunity to learn more about the 
Art of Clowning from some very 
talented entertainers, lecturers and 
vendors. 

The Headliner will be Julie “Lovely 
Buttons” Varholdt and also joining 
us at the convention will be Julie’s 
clown sister, Regina “Cha Cha” 
Wollrabe. Both of these ladies are 
very energetic and love to clown 
around! Both “Lovely Buttons” 
and “Cha Cha” are award winning 
clowns who love having fun and 
they are very excited to come to 
Texas and share their clown knowl-
edge and silliness with us.  

Also, we want you to schedule some 
time to participate in competition, 
shop in the vendor room for a new 
clown prop, play and relax while 
networking with friends. 

We are planning a fun Theme Party, 
it will be a Clown Prom! Who will 
you ask to go to the prom with you? 
Do you remember what you were 
wearing at your High School Prom? 
As a reminder, you might want to 
pull out those pictures again to get 
some ideas or maybe have a good 
laugh. Oh the many memories and 
crazy fashions styles of your past 
high school daze. 
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Oh yes, you get to be the creative 
designer of your very own Clown 
Prom Dress, and we can’t forget 
about how the guys will be dressed 
looking ever so stylish in their 
Clown Leisure Suits or Clown Tux-
edos.  Plus we will have a contest 
for the Most Creative Homecoming 
Mum. As we all know that wearing 
Homecom-
ing Mums 
to a Friday 
night foot-
ball game 
is a Texas 
Thang!  Be 
c r e a t i v e 
in making 
yours for 
the contest! 
Oh one 
more thing, you may want to start 
thinking about who you want to 
nominate for King and Queen of 
the Clown Prom. 

Oh wait there’s more ….The Awards 
Banquet will be held on Satur-
day night and the Clown Minis-
try Service on Sunday morning.  
Stay tuned for more School Daze 
convention information because 
Cheerful Clown Alley is planning 
for it to be a fun filled week.

If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact the Convention Co-
chairs: Mary “Charmin” Whipple 
charmin@consolidated.net or Pam 
“Touche” Blacklock touchecca@
gmail.com
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